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This was a common trend among the poets of his time.
He uses all the known Arabic metres and he tries 10 make the

aim of the poem, its atmosphere and its metre agree and harmonise
with one another.

He also uses the new metres(such as Azjal and Muwash-
ahat) which arose in Al-Andalus and spread from there into the

Arab East.

This paper concludes with & review of the old and modern
critical works on Ibn Kalaakis. His literary works were well-known
to his contemporaries, and many authors quoted his poetry. He has
also been mentioned and studied by many of the modern students
of his age. But these modern scholars have not given him and his
poetry enough atterition, perhaps because they have not seen ali his
works. They tend to depend solely on the anthology of his poetry
which was compiled by Ibn Nabaatah, and which includes only a
thousand lines of verse from his poetry which consists of more than
eight thousana lines.



First : His general aims, such as writing eulogies which was com-
mon among his contemporaries and writing elegies and
satires.

Second : The aims for which he was particularly known are found
in his descriptive poetry which is abundantly quoted here and
which can be divided into :

Gardening Poetry :
Such poetry became famous among the poets of Al-Andalus
A number of Egyptian poets, Iban Kiaakis included, were in-

fluenced by the gardening poetry of Al-Andalus.

Wine Poetry :

Description of wine, taverns, and the joys of drinking is abun-
dant in his poetry. It was mixed with his love poetry o. with
his nature poetry. In his wine poetry lban Kalaakis was in-
fluenced by the notorious Abbasid poet Abu Nawas.

The Description of Prey Birds :

This kind of description rose and became populai in Al-
Andalus from whence it came to Egypt and became popular
in our poet's time. Some of this poetry is quoted in this

paper.

Third : The artistic characteristics of his poetry :
He uses traditional methods in beginning some of his poems.
He follows the example of Pre-Islamic poets in beginning a
poem by describing the ruins of familiars old places.

He also uses modern methods, and gives special atiention to
decorative and ornamental vocabulary

| Ll R T T e SN A S S
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eulogies.
Sometimes he tends to use colloguial cad every-day woros.



IBN KALAAKIS

His life and Poetry

By : SIHAM AL-FRAIH

This paper deals with Ibn Kalaakis’ life and poetry and studies
his travels to Sicily and Yaman. His was an anxious and troubled
life. Part of the uniqueness of his personality and his poetry is related
to the travels he made, away from Alexandria, his home town.

The first journey took him to Sicily in the Hejira year 563,
eighty years after this island had been lost to the Noimans. The
Normans who ruled the island at this time followed a tolerant policy
with its Muslims, and this toleration led to the flourishing of Arab
arts and sciences there. lbn Kalaakis does not only praise great
Sicilian Muslim figures, he aiso praises the Norman King of Sicily
and his military leaders.

The pootry of lbn Kalazkis which describes the nature of
Sicily or praises its Musiim and Christian leaders is an invaiuable
historical decument for those invelved in the study of the islamic
cammunity in Sicily after the end of the Isfamic rule.

After fwo years of stay in Sicily, tbn Kaleekis came bhack o
Alerandria and staved hare for only a short while His fove ot ad

voenture sod tavel droye lim io Yemnan where he reachad Adean
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